
Crittenden 
County Facts  

Here are figures for veterans liv-
ing in Crittenden County based on 
the most recent data, from 2023. 
214 Vietnam War 

80 Second Gulf War 

70 First Gulf War 

12 Korean War 

6 World War II 

447 Number of veterans 

415 Male veterans 

32 Female veterans 
SOURCE: World Population Review 

 

Legislative session 
is winding down 

Kentucky’s 2025 Legislative 
Session winds down this week as 
lawmakers met Tuesday and 
Wednesday for the final days for 
conducting normal business. 
Thursday and Friday are set aside 
for concurrence days, before 
breaking for veto recess until 
March 27. The last day of the ses-
sion is March 28. 

 

Library hosting ‘Green 
Trivia’ on Friday night 

 Crittenden County Public Li-
brary is inviting residents to test 
their knowledge starting at 7 p.m., 
Friday, March 14 at a “Green 
Trivia” event. Participants can 
bring a team or compete individu-
ally, with all questions centered 
around the theme of green. Any-
one interested in participating is 
encouraged to RSVP by calling 
270-965-3354. 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
•Marion City Council will meet 

at 5 p.m., Monday, March 17 at 
city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, March 17 at 
city hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, March 18 at 
the Marion Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m., Tuesday, March 18 at Deer 
Lakes meeting room. 

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., Thursday, March 20 at its 
office on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, March 24 at Deer Lakes 
meeting room. 

•Livingston Fiscal Court will 
meet at 5 p.m., Tuesday, March 
25 at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m., Tuesday, 
March 25 at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, March 27 at the library. 
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Perry’s 
life well 
serving  

 
Flags at the county office 

complex have been at half 
staff as Crittenden County 
has lost one of its finest. Don 
Perry, a man who dedicated 
his life to serving his commu-
nity in ways both seen and 
unseen, passed away re-
cently, leaving behind a 
legacy of tireless 
work, compassion 
and unwavering 
commitment. 

For more than 
half a century, 
Perry was a fix-
ture in this com-
munity, touching 
lives of nearly 
every resident in 
one way or an-
other. He was a 
man of many hats – funeral 
director, lawman, ambulance 
driver and even a gravedigger 
in his early years. Few could 
match his energy and work 
ethic, and even fewer could 
claim to have had such a 
profound impact on so many. 

His career began with a 
shovel in hand, digging bur-
ial sites for the late Wilbur 
Hunt, back when the work 
was done manually. From 
there, he became an EMT, 
helping run the local ambu-
lance service before moving 
on to law enforcement where 
he served as both a city po-
liceman and sheriff’s deputy 
for 44 years. And through it 
all, he never left the funeral 
business, offering comfort 
and guidance to grieving 
families during their most 
difficult times. 

Perry was not a man who 
watched the clock. He was a 
man who believed in showing 
up, putting in long hours and 
doing the job right. Whether 
it was responding to a crimi-
nal complaint or orchestrat-
ing funeral arrangements, he 
did it all with a sense of duty 
that never wavered. His col-
leagues often marveled at his 
stamina. Sixteen-hour days, 
seven days a week were not 
uncommon. Former Sheriff 
Wayne Agent once remarked 
that he couldn’t figure out 
how Perry managed to keep 
going, day after day, year 
after year without sleep. 

But Perry didn’t just work 
hard – he cared. He knew 
nearly everyone in this 
county, not just from his 
time as a deputy or an EMT, 
but because he took the time 
to connect with people. He 
had a way of making those 
around him feel at ease, 
whether it was a routine traf-
fic stop or a somber conver-
sation at the funeral home. 

“Funerals are for the liv-
ing,” he once said. He under-
stood that his job wasn’t just 
about handling the logistics 
of death but about helping 
people navigate their grief. By 
his own estimate, he had 
been part of more than 5,000 
funerals, standing beside 
thousands of families in their 
toughest hours. And when it 
came to law enforcement, he 
had seen people at their low-
est, but he never judged, only 
did his best to keep them 
safe. 

It’s hard to imagine Crit-
tenden County without Don 
Perry. His absence leaves a 
hole not just in the institu-
tions he worked for but in 
the very fabric of the commu-
nity he spent his life caring 
for. He was the kind of public 
servant who comes along 
once in a generation, the 
kind who did not ask for 
recognition, did not complain 
about the long hours and did 
not quit until the work was 
done. May he now rest in 
peace. 

  For the spring, we’re switch-
ing podcast days. Our news 
and sports program will be on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 
Find it two mornings each 
week at The Press Online.

Chris
EVANS
Press Editor & Publisher
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Notable EV Models 
Tesla - Models S, 3, X, Y, Cybertruck, Roadster 
GM – Chevy Bolt, Equinox EV, Blazer EV, GMC 
Hummer EV, Cadillac Lyriq, Celestiq 
Ford – Mustang Mach-E, F-150 Lightning, E-
Transit 
Volkswagen – ID series 
Hyundai – Ioniq 5, Ioniq 6, Kona Electric 
Kia – EV6, Niro EV, EV9 
Nissan – Leaf, Ariya 
BMW – i4, iX, i7, iX3 
Mercedes-Benz – EQ series 
Porsche – Taycan, upcoming Macan EV 
Audi – e-tron, Q4 e-tron, e-tron GT 
Volvo – XC40 Recharge, C40 Recharge 
Jaguar – I-PACE  
Polestar – Volvo’s EV brand  
Fiat – 500e

Local church waters 
Africa’s spirituality 

 
STAFF REPORT 

Life in Christ Church recently extended its 
mission work to remote villages in Uganda, 
funding construction of a church, a pastor’s 
house and perhaps as significantly, a well, all 
aimed at strengthening local communities and 
their access to essential resources. 

With a considerable financial, spiritual and 
personal investment, the Marion church helped 
bring much-needed infrastructure to two rural 
villages in the Ugandan bush. In addition to 
these permanent structures, the mission team  

 
See WATER/page 10 

STAFF REPORT 
Tiffany Stewart’s journey into electric vehicle 

ownership began a couple of years ago with 
the purchase of a 2023 Tesla Model 3. Moti-
vated by escalating gas prices and the uncer-
tainty surrounding fuel costs, she saw the 
black Tesla with a white interior as more than 
just a car, it was a strategic financial move. 

The Tesla came with a sticker price of 
$35,000, but with financing, her loan 
amounted to approximately $40,000. While 
she received tax incentives for her purchase, 
an unexpected financial blow came with the 
vehicle’s depreciation. Within two years, the 
car’s value dropped by $10,000, leaving her 
owing more than it was worth. She compared 
the rapid depreciation to an “old iPhone” that 
quickly loses its market value. 

Charging and range anxiety were among 
Stewart’s initial challenges. Learning to plan 
trips and understanding charging infrastruc-
ture presented a steep learning curve. At 
home, a standard 110V outlet provided about 
a 20% charge overnight, but upgrading to a 
240V outlet – an estimated $1,000 investment 
– would increase that to 40%. Public charging 
in rural Kentucky proved to be limited, with 
costs averaging $15 for a 250- to 260-mile 
charge. Superchargers, the fastest charging 
option, are not always conveniently located. 

David Fornear, 67, of Marion, faced similar 
learning curves when he purchased a used  

 
See ELECTRIC/page 3 

Gasless Carriage 

KSP files charge 
for false report 
 
STAFF REPORT 

A local businessman who in December 
claimed that the county attorney physi-
cally attacked him outside a local govern-
ment meeting has been 
charged with falsely report-
ing an incident to law en-
forcement, along with three 
other charges that largely 
stem from subsequent so-
cial media clamor. 

Information from a 
months-long investigation 
by Kentucky State Police was presented 
to a special prosecutor, Lee Riddle of 
Madisonville, who then submitted evi-
dence to a special judge for the case, J. 
Foster Cotthoff of Hopkinsville. Judge 
Cotthoff formally issued a criminal sum-
mons last Thursday, and Withrow was 
served notice on Friday that he is to ap-
pear in Crittenden District Court at 9 
a.m., on April 9 for arraignment. 

The special prosecutor and judge were 
appointed by the state because the case 
involves a sitting elected official. Accord-
ing to the state police complaint, Withrow 
and County Attorney Bart Frazer were in-
volved in a verbal disagreement after the 
fiscal court meeting on Dec. 19 at the 
county office complex. 

"The defendant reported to the Critten-
den County 911 emergency service that  

 
See CHARGED/page 4 

Charged up for the Road

Withrow

Marion 
has one 

EV 
charge 
station, 
which is 
behind 

the Farm-
ers Mar-
ket on 
Main 

Street.

SPRING SWITCH - Monday | Thursday

ge, Faith Shuecraft, 

Tiffany Stewart and her Tesla Model 3
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Deaths
Steelman

Diane Steelman, 75, of 
Sturgis died on Friday, 
Feb. 28, 2025 at the Lin-
da White Hospice House 
in Evansville. She was 
born July 5, 1949 to the 
late Freda and Willa Belle 
Tinsley in Marion. She 
was a member of First 
Christian Church in St-
urgis. She was a retired 
school teacher where she 
taught in Union County 
Public School System. 

Surviving are her hus-
band of 48 years, Paul 
Steelman of Sturgis; sons 
Wes (Kristin) Steelman   
of Sturgis and Pat (Man-
di) Steelman  of Waverly; 
sister, Sherry Rogers of 
Marion; grandchildren 
Tyler (Daelynn) Steelman, 
Bryce (Ashton) Steelman, 
Kaden Steelman, Madison 
(Nick) Bogart, Anniston 
Steelman; great-grand-
children Cruz, Callahan, 
Evie Ann.

Services were Thurs-
day, March 4 at Whitsell 
Funeral Home and buri-
al was in Pythian Ridge 
Cemetery in Sturgis. Me-
morial contributions can 
be made to Union County 
Happy Pack, P.O. Box 718 
Morgan昀eld, Ky. 42437

Perry
D o n a l d 

Wayne Perry, 
73, of Mari-
on, died Sun-
day, March 
2, 2025 at 
Lourdes Hos-
pital in Pa-
ducah. He 
was retired 
from the Marion Police 
Department as well as the 
Crittenden County Sher-
iff’s Department.  In addi-
tion, he worked for Gilbert 
Funeral Home in Marion 
as a licensed funeral di-
rector and with the Crit-
tenden County Coroner’s 
of昀ce.

Perry was born in Lake 
Charles, La., to James El-
mer and Doris Fay Mus-
grove Perry.

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Athena Marie (Jus-
tin) Hayes of Marion, 
Donald Earl (Anna) Perry 
of Marion and Dustin Cole 
Perry of Henderson; 昀ve 
grandchildren, Catherine 
(Michael) Kinser, Davis 
Lynn Abshire III, Lily Per-
ry, Olivia Perry and Caleb 
Hayes; a great-grandson, 
Colton Kinser; a broth-
er, James Eugene (Carol) 
Perry of Marion; a niece, 
Brandy Perry Hyde; and a 
nephew, Kenny Perry.

In addition, to his par-
ents, Don was preced-
ed in death by his sister, 
Brenda Perry Ort.

Services were Saturday 
March 8 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Asbridge Cemetery. Me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Asbridge Cem-
etery, 1937 Browns Mines 
Road, Marion, KY 42064.

Baker
Elizabeth Ann Baker, 

69, of the Mexico commu-
nity passed 
p e a c e f u l l y 
into Heav-
en’s Gates 
on Wednes-
day, March 5, 
2025. Baker 
was born in 
Evansville to 
James T. “Bud” Allen and 
Betty Lou Allen.

Baker was retired from 
Akridge Farm Supply as 
a parts lady after 22 years 
of service.  She was also 
a caregiver to the Akridg-
es as well as others in the 
community.

Surviving are two sons, 
Phillip Hinchee and Justin 
Baker, both of the Mexico 
community; two grand-
children, Wesley Hinchee 
and Olivia Topp; three sib-
lings, Susan Jones, Yetta 
(Jim) Freeman and James 
Albert (Marty) Allen; a 
niece, Raichel Jones; 
nephew, Tyree Jones; one 
other niece; and several 
other nephews; and her 
sister-friend, Debra Rob-
inson, whom she loved 
dearly.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Bud 
and Betty Allen.

Services were Sunday, 
March 9 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in Mexi-
co Cemetery.  

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Mex-
ico Cemetery Fund, 6001 
Mott City Road, Marion, 
KY. 42064.
Paid obituary 

Kinnis
Betty JoAnn. Kinnis, 

85, of Mar-
ion, died 
T h u r s d a y , 
March 6, 
2025 at her 
home.

She was 
born on Nov. 
21, 1939 to 
Forrest and 
Agusta “Gustie” Harris. 
She was raised in a lov-
ing Christian home along 
with three brothers and 
two sisters.

On December. 28, 
1957, she married her 
love, James Kinnis and 
had three children. They 
instilled their love for each 
other and their love for 
the Lord in their children.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Lisa (Mike) Crider; 
a son, Brian (Christina) 
Kinnis; daughter-in-law, 
Karen Kinnis; bonus 
daughters Judy Faught 
and Barbara “Cotty” 
Browning; eight grand-
children, Stacy (Brian) 
Mitchell, Cody (Lacy) 
Kuhlenschmidt, Landen 
Crider, Brandon (Haleigh) 
Hunt, Sylvanna Hunt, 
Jamie Kinnis, Chad Kin-
nis and Kadie Kinnis; 
eight great-grand Chil-
dren, Rylie Mitchell, Eden 
Kuhlenschmidt, Truitt 
Kuhlenschmidt, Tuck 
Kuhlenschmidt, Knox 
Hunt, Eisley Hunt, Rhett 
Kinnis and Eli Kinnis; 
and several wonderful 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
James Kinnis; a son, 
Ronnie Kinnis; parents 
Forrest and “Gustie” Har-
ris; three brothers, Glenn 
“Shorty” Harris, William 
“Preacher” Harris and 
Loyd “Toodie” Harris; and 
two sisters, Ophelia Dam-
ron and Mildred Croft.

Funeral services were 
Monday, March 10 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services, with Bro. Da-
vid Davis and Bro. Kenny 
Odom of昀ciating.

Burial was in Salem 
Cemetery.

Morgan
Betty Morgan, 98, of 

Salem, died 
S a t u r d a y , 
March 8, 
2025 at Sa-
lem Spring-
lake Health 
and Rehabili-
tation Center.

She was a 

member of Salem Meth-
odist Church.

Surviving are a son, 
Jack (Deborah) Mason 
of Salem; two grand-
children, Andrew James 
Mason of Grand Rap-
ids, Mich., and Jenni-
fer Ann Mason-Forero of 
Seffner, Fla.; and three 
great-grandchildren, 
Abrelle Mason, Darien 
Mason and Sophia Fore-
ro.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Earl 
Adufaus and Mada Aida 
(Hayes) Brown; a brother, 
Jack Brown; and a sister, 
Linda Carolyn Brown.

Graveside services  were 
held Tuesday, March 11 
at Salem Cemetery with 
Bro. Steve Tinsley of昀ci-
ating.

Memorial donations 
may be made to your fa-
vorite charity or St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude PL., 
Memphis, TN 38105-
9959. 

Ramage
Donald William Ram-

age, 84, of Murray, died 
S a t u r d a y , 
March 8, 
2025 at Bap-
tist Health 
Paducah.

He was a 
member of 
Dyer Hill 
B a p t i s t 
Church from 
ch i l dhood 
thru much 
of his life. He 
served in the 
Army.

He is sur-
vived by; 
wife, Ollie Mae (Mar-
tin) Ramage; sons, Wil-
liam (Janine) Ramage of 
Cheyenne, WY. and Dr. 
Jay Ramage of Murray; 
daughter, Vaneece Al-
vey of Murray; brothers, 
James David Ramage 
of Madisonville and Dr. 
Thomas Daniel (Judy) 
Ramage of Roswell, NM.; 
grandchildren, Shawn 
(Sasha) Ramage, Kyra Jo 
Ramage, Scott (Chelsea) 
Ramage, Eric (Ashley) 
Alvey and Tayler (Jerid) 
Schmidt; great-grand-
children, Jasmine Ra-
mage, Hannah Ramage, 
Gweneth Ramage and 
Haisley Alvey, Whitley 
Faith Alvey.

He was preceded in 
death by; parents, Roy 
W. and Corene (Peck) 
Ramage; brother, Vance 
Ramage; sisters, Vand-
line Ramage and Shirley 

Vaneece Ramage, and 
son-in-law Darrell Alvey.

Funeral service are at 
2 p.m., Friday, March 
14 in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services with 
Bro. Jim Greer of昀ciat-
ing.

Burial will follow at 
Dyer Hill Cemetery.

Friends may visit with 
the family Friday from 
noon until the funeral 
hour at Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors.

Condolences may be 
left online at boydfuner-
aldirectors.com

Westendorff
Janet Acener Westen-

dorff 77 of Marion, died 
Saturday, March 8, 2025 
at Oak View 
Nursing and 
Rehab.

A native 
of Critten-
den County, 
she moved 
to Chicago 
to raise her 
sons but was happiest 
when she returned to 
Marion. She made many 
friends and acquaintanc-
es at Liberty Fuels where 
she worked as a cashier 
for 20 years. Her greatest 
enjoyment came by being 
with family and cooking, 
baking and gardening.

Surviving are three 
sons, Richard (Margie) 
Truitt, Milton, Ga., Tim-
othy (Ingrid) Truitt of 
Willow Springs, N.C., 
and Jason Truitt of Pa-
ducah; seven grandchil-
dren, Kristin, Matthew, 
Kelly, Lauren B., Lauren, 
Lindsay and Melanie; six 
great-grandchildren; a 
sister, Janey Heidrich of 
Marion; a brother, Dan-
ny Chandler of Marion; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Marion Guthrie and 
Maybell Jones Chandler; 
her 昀rst husband, James 
Richard Truitt; and her 
second husband, Lar-
ry Westendorff; three 
sisters, Virginia Brant-
ley, Lillian Brantley and 
Birdie Workman; and a 
daughter-in-law, Aman-
da Truitt.

Funeral services are at 
noon, Thursday, March 
13 at Myers Funeral 
Home with burial in Ma-
pleview Cemetery. Visita-
tion begins Thursday at 
10 a.m., and continues 
until service time.

Community Calendar
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this 

free, weekly community calendar.
Thursday, March 13
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden County Senior Center.
• New Era Homemakers starts at 5:30 p.m., at the Crittenden Extension 
Of昀ce.
• EAHP will begin at 6 p.m. at the Extension Park.
Friday, March 14
• Women in Ag conference will begin at 8 a.m. at the Union Co. Expo 
Center.
• EH Spring Seminar will start at 10 a.m. at the Christian Co. Extension.
Monday, March 17
• WITS workout starts at 1 p.m. at the Crittenden Co. Public Library.
• Geology Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at the Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum.
• Budgets for Farm Use will be at 6 p.m. at the Extension Annex.
Tuesday, March 18
• Pesticide certi昀cation will be at 8 a.m. at the Crittenden Extension Annex.
• CCES SBDM will meet at 4 p.m.
Wednesday, March 19
•There will be a 4-H Council Meeting at 8:05 a.m. at the Crittenden 
Extension Of昀ce.
• The Crittenden Extension District Board Meeting will meet at noon at the 
Crittenden Extension Of昀ce.
• A Walk in the Park will start at 3 p.m. at the City-County Park.



STAFF REPORT 
Livingston County offi-

cials addressed various 
community improve-
ments and administra-
tive matters during a 
recent fiscal court meet-
ing, including new sig-
nage, grants for 
infrastructure projects 
and personnel decisions. 

Lola will soon see new 
signage, with Magistrate 
Brad Hunter helping de-
sign the 4x8 foot signs. 
In Ledbetter, a federal 
grant between $80,000 
and $150,000 will help 
fund a sewer pump proj-
ect, with the Ledbetter 
Sewer District covering 
the remaining costs. 

The court reappointed 
all five members of the li-
brary board. They are 
Kimberly Gray, Ina Marie 
Keys, Greta Ramage, 
Jennifer Ashley and 
Annie-Mae Kingston. 
Magistrates confirmed 
Tyler Coleman of Burna 
and David Eison of Led-
better to two-year terms 
on the Livingston County 
Extension Board. Addi-
tionally, Tim Capps, TL 
Maddux and Glenn 
Hughes were re-ap-
pointed to the Critten-
den-Livingston Water 
District Board. Terms for 
them are Madddux two 
years, Hughes three 
years and Capps four 
years. 

A county employee who 

worked two part-time 
jobs in different depart-
ments unintentionally 
went a year without con-
tributing to the state re-
tirement system. Both 
the employee and the 
county will now have to 
make payments to cor-
rect the oversight, with 
the employee following a 
payment plan for her 
portion. 

Sheriff Bobby Davidson 
requested a 75-cent 
hourly wage increase for 
the county’s part-time 
animal control officer, 
which would have raised 
the wage to $16.50. The 
court denied the request, 
but Judge-Executive 
Michael Williams indi-
cated that cost-of-living 
adjustments (COLA) 
would likely be given in 
July. 

Smith Contracting do-
nated $130,000, con-
tributing to a $300,000 
improvement project for 
Ledbetter Park. A 
$150,000 grant will help 
fund upgrades, with ad-
ditional in-kind contribu-
tions. County officials 
noted that more work 
and equipment improve-
ments are forthcoming. 
The park is located next 
to the Senior Citizen’s 
Center. 

An interlocal agree-

ment was finalized be-
tween Livingston County 
and the City of Grand 
Rivers, involving the 
sheriff’s department. 
Under the agreement, 
Grand Rivers will pay the 
county for a deputy to 
work three days a week, 
reimbursing the county 
for fuel, vehicle usage 
and hours worked. Sher-
iff Davidson and Grand 
Rivers Mayor Tom 
Moodie worked out the 
contract details. 

Deputy Greg Moyers 
will be patroling in Grand 
Rivers. 

Spring cleanup days 
are scheduled for April 
10-12 in Livingston 
County, with officials 
considering extending 
hours beyond 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m., due to long lines in 
years past. Cleanup will 
take place at two loca-
tions, the east end of 
Mitchell Loop and the 
County Convenience 
Center on Cutoff Road. 

The fiscal court made 
its monthly recognition of 
future leaders, honoring 
Livingston Central stu-
dents Emersyn Ramage 
and Talon Sanchez with 
certificates of apprecia-
tion for their excellence. 
They will also be re-
warded with a visit to a 
local rock quarry. 
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 LIVINGSTON COUNTY FISCAL COURT

As part of Read Across America Week, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom visited Madison Boling’s 4th grade class to read What Do You Do With a 
Problem? The book sparked thoughtful discussion about facing challenges with de-
termination. Students, who had been studying government, also had the opportunity 
to ask insightful questions about local government and the judge’s role. Their cu-
riosity and engagement made for a meaningful visit.

ELECTRIC 
Continued from page 1 

2022 Tesla Model Y with 
8,000 miles from Royal 
Oaks in Paducah. With-
out formal dealership 
training, he had to figure 
out the vehicle’s features 
on his own.  

“Regenerative braking 
was the first thing that 
got me. It will start slow-
ing down and stop com-
pletely,” Fornear said.  

Despite the initial ad-
justments, he enjoys his 
EV. 

“I would buy another 
one, but would want one 
that I can charge any-
where.” 

Fornear noted that his 
Model Y Tesla requires a 
48-amp connection and 
takes five hours to fully 
charge on a 220V outlet. 
He can use an adapter 
for a 110V outlet, but it 
charges at a much slower 
rate, adding only three to 
five miles per hour of 
charging. For everyday 
driving, he keeps it at 
80% charge but maxes it 
out to 100% when taking 
longer trips.  

“I haven’t traveled 
much in it. I stay around 
town, maybe go to Padu-
cah or southern Illinois 
where my mom lives. If 
you go down around Ed-
dyville, you can charge it. 
That’s where I would go 
before I installed a wall 
charger at my house,” he 
said. 

Despite these hurdles, 
Stewart and Fornear 
both enjoy the driving ex-
perience. Tesla’s naviga-
tion system, relying on 
Google Maps, helps with 
trip planning and charg-
ing station locations. Au-
topilot, available for $99 
per month, provides ad-
vanced driving assis-
tance, though both prefer 
not to use it.  

“I tried it and didn’t 
like it,” he said.  

The vehicles’ perform-
ance allow for rapid ac-
celeration, with Fornear 
saying, “I like it because 

it is quiet and powerful. I 
haven’t got a ticket yet, 
knock on wood, but it 
will really go. I can get 
around people quickly.” 

However, the Tesla’s 
unique design posed 
some adjustments. The 
lack of a traditional 
dashboard means all in-
formation is displayed on 
a central screen. Enter-
tainment options such as 
Hulu and Netflix are 
available when parked, 
and cellular data access 
costs an additional $9.99 
per month. Tesla vehicles 
also come equipped with 
a “Toy Box” feature, 
which allows users to 
play music, activate light 
shows and even create 
humorous sound effects.  

“It will play a concert, 
make the lights flash, 
windows go up and 
down, and the hatch go 
up and down,” Fornear 
said, pointing out that it 
will also make unique 
noises instead of peeps 
and dings like a normal 
vehicle. One mimmicks 
flatulence.  

While Stewart found 
the Tesla a good fit for 
her own needs, she is 
somewhat hesitant to 
turn it over to her daugh-
ter, Morgan, who starts 
driving this week. That 
was the original plan, but 
now Stewart is second 
guessing the idea. She 
cites the inconsistent 
availability of charging in 
rural areas, the frequent 
need for travel between 
towns, and the potential 
inconvenience of charge 
planning as concerns for 
a teen driver. 

Additional ownership 
costs also factor into ex-
periences for these two 
local EV owners. A $140 
EV tax is now added to 
property tax, insurance 
costs increased – by 
$280 per month for 
Stewart – and tire wear is 
higher due to the vehi-
cles’ weight. However, 
maintenance remains 
minimal, with only tire 
rotations and windshield 

fluid refills needed.  
Fornear, who also has 

solar panels at home, 
noted that his EV’s elec-
tricity usage has little im-
pact on his power bill. 

“It takes about 12kW 
to fully charge at 48 
amps, but it’s a lot 
cheaper to do at home 
than at a supercharger, 
which costs 32 cents per 
kW. That’s about $25 or 
$30 for a full charge to go 
about 240 miles,” he 
said. 

One standout feature 
Fornear highlighted was 
Tesla’s Sentry Mode, 
which uses multiple 
cameras to monitor the 
car’s surroundings.  

“It takes pictures all 
around it. There’s a cam-
era inside, one looking 
forward, two on each 
side, and one on the 
back,” he said. “I wake 
up in the morning and 
see pictures of cats 
around it.”  

The Tesla app allows 
owners to remotely check 
their vehicle’s surround-
ings, preheat the cabin 
and control other set-
tings. 

Despite some chal-
lenges, both Stewart and 
Fornear remain opti-
mistic about the future of 
electric vehicles. Fornear, 
who studied meteorology 
in the 1980s and learned 
early about the green-
house effect, believes 
EVs are the logical step 
toward cleaner energy.  

“One day, gas guzzlers 
will be antiques,” he said. 
“It’s all going to change.” 

While Stewart would 
certainly buy another 
Tesla for herself, she said 
it is not for everyone, 
considering current rural 
circumstances. Fornear, 
too, would purchase an-
other EV but hopes for a 
model with broader 
charging capabilities. 

There is one public 
charging station in Mar-
ion, which is located be-
hind the Imogene Stout 
Farmers Market on Main 
Street. 

No knobs or buttons grace the inside of Tiffany Stewart’s Tesla, just a computer 
screen that runs everything and will even automatically pilot the car for a $100 a 
month subscription price.

County paying for signs for Lola

Here are a couple of screenshots of Marion native Matt Collins in his role on Chicago 
Fire, which was broadcast last week. He is cast to be in a couple more episodes  of 
the NBC television series this season. Collins currently resides in Chicago. The 
Press had an article highlighting his acting career in the Feb. 27 edition.



CHARGED 
Continued from page 1 

Frazer choked him," the 
complaint reads. It goes on 
to say that, "Video surveil-
lance revealed there was 
no physical contact be-
tween Frazer and the de-
fendant." 

Video clips of the incident 
and audio of the 911 call 
were published online by 
The Crittenden Press fol-
lowing the December inci-
dent. Withrow, in social 
media posts, accused the 
newspaper of editing the 
video and audio files posted 
on its website, accusing the 
newspaper of trying to pro-
tect the elected official. 

Falsely reporting an inci-
dent is a Class A misde-
meanor, punishable by up 
to one year in jail plus fines. 
Withrow is additionally 
charged with a criminal vio-
lation for harassment, a 
Class B misdemeanor for 
harassing communications 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
for criminal coercion. The 
additional charges stem 
from incidents on or around 
Feb. 3, Feb. 16 and Feb. 17 
involving either text mes-
sages or social media 
posts, as well as alleged 
harassment by the suspect 
for driving by the residence 
of an alleged victim, revving 
his vehicle’s engine, taking 
pictures of the victim’s 
house and shining a spot-
light into the home. 

The criminal complaint 
says that Withrow had 
"threatened to expose a 
personal conversation" be-
tween two alleged adult vic-
tims unless the Facebook 
page "Change for Critten-
den County" was taken off 

of the internet. State police 
say their investigation found 
that neither of the alleged 
victims was responsible for 
the social media page that 
Withrow wanted removed 
from Facebook, which had 
ostensibly been developed 
by an anonymous author to 
refute narratives propa-
gated by Withrow on multi-
ple Facebook pages he 
operates. Withrow’s social 
media pages have been 
used to make accusations 
of corruption and paint 
other narratives about 
elected officials, this news-
paper and its employees, 
and other private citizens 
who had responded in an 
attempt to refute or debunk 
various posts made by the 
defendant. The state police 
charges of harassment and 

coercion were issued based 
on complaints by private cit-
izens, not this newspaper 
nor elected officials. 

Two alleged victims have 
also filed interpersonal pro-
tective orders against With-
row. Those cases were 
initially before Circuit Judge 
Brandi Rogers on Feb. 25, 
at which time a continuance 
was granted at the request 
of Withrow’s attorney, Abi-
gail Barnes. The protective 
order hearings were reset 
for March 25. 

Withrow’s purported so-
cial media vitriol intensified 
last fall after his company, 
Allied Contracting Group, 
had not been awarded a 
county government bid for 
roofing repairs during a 
competitive bid process. He 
filed suit against the county, 

alleging that it had not prop-
erly followed bidding proce-
dures. A local judge and the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals 
disagreed, and denied an 
injunction that would have 
prevented the county from 
entering into a contract with 
the successful bidder, 
whose price was almost 
$360,000 less than the bid 
submitted by Withrow’s 
company. 

Withrow was not arrested 
on the four state police 
charges filed last week. In-
stead, he was issued a 
summons to appear in 
court. 

The special judge will 
continue to hear the case 
as it moves through court, 
and Riddle will remain as 
special prosecutor for the 
commonwealth.

Nunn-Switch closing 
March 17-21 for repair 

Nunn-Switch Road will be 
closed from March 17-21 be-
tween the Cave Springs Road  
and Cool Springs Road Wye  for 
major base failure repairs. 
County officials urge motorists 
to plan alternate routes to 
avoid the area during this time. 

Crews will work to complete 
the project as quickly as possi-
ble to minimize the impact on 
local travel, Crittenden County 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom 
said. 

 

Fire destroyed home 
on Wilson Farm Road 

A Marion couple lost their 
home Monday night when fire 
broke out around 11 p.m., on 
the back porch. Flames had en-
gulfed the entire structure by 
the time firefighters arrived. 

Crittenden County Fire De-
partment was first on the scene 
at the home of Randy and Phyl-
lis Flahardy on Wilson Farm 
Road. 

Fire Chief Scott Hurley said 
that the interior of the home 
was gutted by fire. He said the 
Flahardys, their grandson and 
pet dog were able to escape 
unharmed thanks to fire alarms 
inside the house. 

Firemen and equipment from 
Marion Fire Department, Salem 
Fire and Rescue and Sheridan 
Volunteer Fire Department as-
sisted at the scene. Fireman 
were at the location until 
around 3:30 a.m. 

 

March child abuse 
prevention month 

A Proclamation Signing for 
Child Abuse Prevention Month 
will take place at 8:30 a.m., on 
Tuesday, March 25 at Marion 
City Hall. Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcome, Family Court Judge 
Brandi Rogers and CASA staff 
will be present for the event, 
which is open to the commu-
nity. 

Following the proclamation's 
reading and signing, attendees 
will have the opportunity to 
plant pinwheels, a symbol of 
child abuse prevention aware-
ness. Organizers encourage 
public participation in support 
of this important cause. 

 

KY stands out in water 
Kentucky stands out as a na-

tional leader in drinking water 
quality and fluoridation, ac-
cording to new data from the 
Environmental Protection 

Agency. 
The state recorded just 139 

Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 
violations in 2023, ranking 
third-lowest in the country be-
hind Hawaii and Delaware. In 
contrast, Pennsylvania led the 
nation with 24,525 violations, 
while Texas and West Virginia 
followed with 15,340 and 
7,473, respectively, according 
to an article published recently 
in Newsweek. 

The SDWA is a federal law 
aimed at protecting public 
drinking water supplies, with 
violations categorized as 
health-based, monitoring and 
reporting, or other infractions. 
Kentucky’s low number of vio-
lations highlights the state’s 
commitment to maintaining 
high water quality standards. 

Additionally, Kentucky leads 
the nation in water fluoridation, 
with 99.73% of its population 
receiving fluoridated water. The 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has recognized 
fluoridation as a key public 
health measure in preventing 
dental decay, benefiting both 
children and adults. 

While some states struggle 
with water quality challenges, 
Kentucky’s strong performance 
in both safety and fluoridation 
underscores the state’s success 
in ensuring access to clean and 
health-promoting drinking 
water. 

 

Building inspector 
deal cut in Livingston 

Livingston and Crittenden 
counties have been searching 
for solutions after their shared 
building inspector, Pat Rhodes, 
fell ill and passed away in Janu-
ary. 

Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Michael Williams said 
Livingston’s situation became 
urgent a couple of weeks ago 
when Livingston Hospital 
needed an inspection to move 
forward some of its expansion 
projects. 

“Building inspectors are not 
easy to come by,” Williams said. 
“The state provides inspectors, 
but there are very few available 
across Kentucky. If a commer-
cial building needs an inspec-
tion, it could be placed on a 
waiting list, causing significant 
delays.” 

With those critical ongoing 
projects in Livingston County, 

Williams reached out to other 
counties and found that Mar-
shall County employs a full-
time building inspector. 
Marshall County Judge-Execu-
tive Kevin Spraggs agreed to 
allow Livingston County to use 
their dedicated inspector 
through an interlocal agree-
ment at no direct cost to Liv-
ingston County. 

Livingston County officials 
acted quickly, holding a special 
meeting in February to approve 
the agreement, allowing the in-
spector to be on-site the next 
day. 

Crittenden County is also 
evaluating its options for a 
building inspector, according to 
Judge-Executive Perry Newcom. 

 

PSC approves well 
at CLWD’s plant 

Kentucky Public Service 
Commission last week ap-
proved plans for the Critten-
den-Livingston Water District’s 
300,000-gallon clear well proj-
ect to move forward, marking a 
key step in the first phase of a 
multi-stage expansion. 

Travis Construction of Mar-
shall County won the competi-
tive bid process to build the 
clear well near the water plant 
on the Cumberland River. The 
new well will give the district a 
600,000-gallon water storing 
capacity at the plant. 

Phase 1 includes the design 
of all phases, surveying, ease-
ment preparation and acquisi-
tion, geotechnical work, and 
legal and administrative costs. 
Construction efforts in this 
phase will focus on building a 
clear well at the water plant to 
increase storage capacity and 
replacing an aging water line 
across Kentucky Dam between 
Grand Rivers and North Mar-
shall. Improving this connec-
tion will enhance the district’s 
ability to provide backup water 
supply to the southern part of 
Livingston County. 

The project is part of a 
larger, three-phase plan aimed 
at doubling the water produc-
tion capacity of the plant in 
Pinckneyville. In 2023, the dis-
trict unveiled a roughly $30 
million plan to improve distri-
bution and storage, increasing 
the plant’s daily capacity from 
2 million gallons to 4 million. 
The district has secured $10 
million in federal and state 
funding to support the effort. 

The Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District serves about 
10,000 customers, including 
wholesale buyers in Grand 
Rivers, Ledbetter, Salem, 
Smithland and Marion. 

 

50 YEARS AGO 
March 13, 1975 
n Harold Hunt, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tommy B. Hunt of 
Marion, was looking for sidewalks to shovel after 8 
inches of snow fell the night before. 
n The wall of the old jail came tumbling down as con-
tractors began tearing it down and hauling it away to re-
place it with a new library. The new Crittenden County 
jail had been completed two weeks prior and the jailer 
and prisoners were already in their new quarters. 
n All the county schools except Tolu Elementary were 
closed Wednesday through Friday during which the 
state high school basketball tournament was being 
played. Many school districts closed for the tournament 
and the break was scheduled because of poor atten-
dance records during the tournament according to Steve 
Davidson, director of pupil personnel. 
n Mrs. Malcolm Cross, First Vice President of the Ken-
tucky Federation of Women’s Clubs, was the guest 
speaker of the Woman’s Club of Marion’s March meet-
ing. Mrs. Cross installed new officers of the club which 
were Mrs. Ralph Moore, club president; Mrs. Bennett 
Shouse, vice president; Mrs. Robert Watson, recording 
secretary; Mrs. Fred Lynn stood in for Mrs. Jack Easley, 
corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Fred Lynn and Mrs. 
William Tobin, treasurer. 
n Crttenden County High School came home with three 
team trophies following the championship games in the 
Fifth District Tournament played at Cadiz. Coach Cindy 
Almendinger and the CCHS girls team captured a dis-
trict title with a win over Caldwell County, 50-45. During 
the boys’ championship game, the CCHS Rockets lost to 
Trigg County and were awarded the runner-up trophy 
and a spot in the regional tournament. Crittenden’s var-
sity cheerleading squad was judged to receive the first 
runner-up trophy in cheerleader competition. Crittenden 
members of the girls’ all tournament team were 
Markeata Brown and Jeanne Hinchee. Danny Hodges 
was the only boy from Crittenden named to the boys all 
tournament squad. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
March 16, 2000 
n Crittenden County High School students from Larry 
Duvall’s landscaping class helped Janet James of the 
Crittenden County Conservation District prepare 2,000 
tree seedlings for distribution at a Crayne community 
meeting.The tree donation was a cooperative effort of 
the Conservation District and Kentucky Division of 
Foresty to help restore the shade and landscaping trees 
lost by local residents in a January storm. Julie Lowery, 
Ashley Peek, Randy Hayes, Jeremy Montalta and Bran-
don Travis were pictured helping James. 
n Crittenden County High School senior Joey Rich ac-
cepted a $250 scholarship check from Greg Rushing, 
president of the Cumberland River Chapter of the Na-
tional Wild Turkey Federation. The local NWTF chapter 
made its annual scholarship presentation to Rich during 
a sell-out banquet at the high school. The NWTF selects 
a local FFA member each year to receive the scholar-
ship. Rich planned to attend Western Kentucky Univer-
sity. 
n Lady Rocket senior Ashley Turley was chosen as a 
member of the All Second Region Basketball Team. 
n Head start students got a lesson in billowy after they 
watched Crittenden County High School graduates Ash-
ley Gass and Max Alexander dissect a cow eye. The stu-
dents got to see comparisons of the cow eye and the 
children’s eyes, as the iris, retina, muscle and tissue sur-
rounding the eye were pointed out.  
 

10 YEARS AGO 
March 12, 2015 
n Special guest reader Jerry McDonald had a captive 
audience as he read “Llama Llama Red Pajama,” to 
Angel McDonald’s and Denise Guess’ morning and af-
ternoon preschool classes. Afterward, he told the stu-
dents he wanted to make a llama balloon to show them 
and made one wearing red pajamas much to the delight 
of Madison Gibson.  
n Wrapping up their careers were Crittenden County 
senior basketball players Chelsea Oliver and Landon 
Young. Each was named as All-Second Region Players 
and both of their careers were set to go down in the an-
nals of CCHS sports as being among the best ever. 
Oliver’s career 1,291 points ranked No.5 all-time. Al-
though Young didn’t become a prolific scorer until his 
senior season, the guard had shot himself into school 
history at No. 30 on the all-time list. 
n Desserts were auctioned throughout a benefit for 
Happy Feet Equals Learning Feet. Emcee for the event 
was Mike Crabtree, and Brent White worked the crown 
during the auction. Anzie Gobin and Karen Woodall 
were also part of the bidding process. Splitting the 
night’s $2,000 grand prize were Roger Simpson, Nathan 
Ratley, Kara Hatfield and Terry Simpson. Happy Feet 
Equals Learning Feet was created in 2009 by retired 
Union County coal miner Jerry Baird with the goal to 
provide shoes to eligible children at the beginning of 
each school year. 
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MARION POLICE activity report 
  Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of 
February 2025 to the same month in 2024. The chart also includes the previous month’s to-
tals, year-to-date police activity totals and last year’s monthly average. 
 
                                                      FEBRUARY        January         February               2024       2024 MONTHLY  
CATEGORY                                  2025         2025            2024           YR TOTALS       AVERAGE  

Miles driven/patrolled                                                             
Criminal investigations                                                          
Domestics                                                                               
Felony Arrests                                                                         
Misdemeanor arrests                                                             
Non-criminal arrests                                                               
DUI arrests                                                                              
Criminal summons served                                                       
Traffic citations                                                                        
Other citations 
Traffic warnings                                                                      
Parking tickets                                                                        
Traffic accidents                                                                      
Security checks/alarms                                                          
Calls for service 

1,941 
15 
3 
1 

16 
3 
0 
0 

13 
24 
5 
0 
6 

66 
236

1,340 
16 
8 
5 
5 

13 
1 
0 
9 

25 
1 
0 
0 

54 
188

1,267 
10 
5 
0 

14 
10 
1 
1 

22 
20 
5 
0 
11 
57 

179

1,962.1 
12.5 
7.3 
4.0 
6.8 
9.3 
0.2 
4.3 

17.7 
23.8 
4.6 
0.1 
5.8 

60.0 
214.8

23,545 
150 
88 
48 
81 
112 
2 

51 
212 
285 
55 
1 

69 
720 

2,578

MPD 270.965.3500 
Police Chief 
Bobby West 

 
On Facebook 
Marion Police 
Department 
Marion-KY
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Long before the Unit-
ed States ever existed. 
Long before the imperial 
power that sent perse-
cuted Christians to what 
the West calls the “new 
world,” rose. 
Fifteen hun-
dred years be-
fore the pro-
liferation of 
confessions, 
statements of 
faith, and the 
endless di-
viding of the 
body of Christ 
there was de-
livered to us 
in the form 
of God in the 
昀esh, the only 
true teaching 
about diversi-
ty, equity, and 
inclusion.

We read 
about it in the 
gospels. The rest of the 
New Testament, mostly 
in the form of letters, 
昀eshes out for us the 
implications of Jesus’ 
teaching. The teaching 
is there, and it challeng-
es us all the time. The 
problem is that we are 
all such abysmal stu-
dents. 

It is not for lack of try-
ing. Nor is it a lack of 
sincerity. I need more 
imagination and the 
ability to hold seemingly 
contradictory thoughts 
at the same time. I need 
to be less concerned 
about defending the ho-
liness of God (he is quite 
capable of that) and 
more concerned about 
breaking down the bar-
riers that keep people 
apart and at each other.

I wonder how different 
the United States would 
be if, at any time in the 
South before 1960, most 
white ministers would 
have had the cour-
age and imagination to 
reach out a hand of fel-
lowship to their black 
brothers and sisters. 
Some of whom may well 
have been blood related. 
I wonder what the world 
would be like if Chris-
tians woke up in Ger-
many on Nov. 10, 1938, 
and said, “enough.” 
Keep in mind that many 
did at great cost.

The history of Chris-
tianity is, on balance, 
good. There are hospi-
tals, orphanages, busi-

nesses, humanitarian 
projects, schools, uni-
versities and myriad 
other non-pro昀ts that 
bene昀t all of us more 
than we know – wheth-

er you are 
a believer 
or not. But 
that does 
not give per-
mission to 
ignore those 
things that 
have been 
done in the 
name of the 
church that 
have caused 
harm.

I believe 
that the 
church is 
the great-
est example 
of diversity, 
equity, and 
i n c l u s i o n 

ever. Even with all the 
mess we continue to 
make, which no doubt 
grieves the Spirit of God, 
it is still true. I do not 
get to determine who my 
spiritual brothers and 
sisters are any more 
than my physical ones. 
Even if I say they’re not, 
it is not for me to say.

We are challenged on 
two fronts which I will 
put into one sentence. 
Everyone is accepted 
provided we all under-
stand that God, through 
Christ, is in charge. If 
we simply say that ev-
eryone is accepted with-
out understanding God 
is in charge, there can 
be no transformation 
and learning the differ-
ence between right and 
wrong. If we say that 
only those who agree 
with my doctrinal ten-
ants are accepted, I 
have put up unneces-
sary barriers and per-
haps even put myself in 
the place of God. Idola-
try can come at us from 
any direction.

The apostle Paul 
said in Galatians 3:28, 
“There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor fe-
male; for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.” What 
he says in Colossians 
speaks powerfully to our 
world today, “Do not lie 
to one another, seeing 
that you have put off the 
old nature with its prac-

tices and have put on 
the new nature, which is 
being renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of 
its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, bar-
barian, Scythian, slave, 
free man, but Christ is 
all, and in all. Put on 
then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, 
compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, 
and patience, forbearing 
one another and, if one 
has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. And above 
all these put on love, 
which binds everything 
together in perfect har-
mony. And let the peace 
of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in the 
one body. And be thank-
ful.” (Col. 3:9-15).

What a gift we have 
been given to have such 
instruction that de-
mands imagination and 
courage in a world that 
is so thoroughly en-
gulfed in the traditions 
of men that we have 
trouble teasing out the 
truth. I long for a world 
in which there will be no 
need for protest or using 
the law to bully others.

For this to work, we 
must stop being gate-
keepers. Which is the 
most tempting ditch 
for me. We must recog-
nize who is in charge. 
This will not stop vig-
orous discussion, but 
it might stop us from 
hurting each other so 
much. I was recently at 
a conference in which 
one of the speakers, 
who had struggled with 
the recent division in 
the Methodist Church 
said, “I just couldn’t go 
with (the other group), 
I tried but just couldn’t 
get there. I do hope I 
can have the grace to 
assume that they are 
serving God and reach-
ing people I cannot, and 
they will have the same 
grace for me.” 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Diversity, equity, and Inclusion

ClassifiedsThe Crittenden Press

agriculture
Hay/Bush hogging. Roy 
Jones. (270) 704-0642. 
(4t-11-p)

5x6 hay bales for sale, start-
ing at $45 per roll. Addition-
al hay stored inside, call for 
pricing. Delivery available. 
(270) 704-0886. (8t-9 p)

for rent
1 bedroom (small) ef昀ciency 
apartment, includes all utili-
ties, $400/month and $400 
deposit. Call (270) 704-
3234. (4-tfc) je

services
PAINTING: Interior and 
exterior, licensed and in-
sured. Call Mr. Paint for an 
estimate, (270) 454-4088. 
(8t-17-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Matting-
ly Concrete Construction. 
(12t-16-p)

legal notice
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of Crit-
tenden County District Court 
Marion, Ky. do certify that 
the following has 昀led notice 
of Final Settlement:
Kalysta Jones of 121 W. 
Central Ave., Marion, Ky. 
42064, executrix of Janet S. 
Brower, deceased, whose 
address was 121 W. Central 
Ave., Marion, Ky. 42064.
The foregoing settlement is 
to be heard at the regular 
session of Crittenden District 
Court on March 26, 2025. All 
persons having exceptions 
to said settlements are to 昀le 
same at once. (1t-09-c)

Notice is hereby given that 
on March 5, 2025, Jere-
my Spaulding of 3450 Blue 
Ridge Drive, West Paducah, 
Ky. 42086 was appointed 
executor of Daniel Baker 
Potts, Sr., deceased, whose 

address was 6288 U.S. 
Hwy. 60 West, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Victoria Seng, agent 
for service of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly proven as 
required by law to the agent 
for process on or before the 
5th day of September, 2025 
and all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-09-c)

Notice is hereby given that 
on March 5, 2025 Bonita 
Crowell of 717 Chapel Hill 
Rd., Marion, Ky. 42064 was 
appointed administratrix 
of Maura Lynn Corley, de-
ceased, whose address was 
717 Chapel Hill Rd., Marion, 
Ky. 42064. Robert Frazer, 
200 S. Main St., Marion, Ky. 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 

the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administratrix before the 5th 
day of September, 2025 and 
all claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred. 
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-09-c)



Schools always centered around communities

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

From the archives of 
The Crittenden Press, 
let’s take a look back at 
those long ago school 
days that are now re-
membered with such 
fond memories. The 
school was always the 
center of the communi-
ties, and the social events 
and the P. T. A. meetings 
were looked forward to 
by parents and school 
friends alike.  Children’s 
plays, readings and 
songs were practiced and 
presented to the parents 
with much enthusiasm 
and enjoyment, and may-
be a little stage fright, but 
always with joy and pride 
for their part in the enter-
tainment.

–––
Sept. 1931 – Hebron 

School
The P. T. A. met at 2:30 

Friday afternoon with a 
large number of members 
present and several visi-
tors. A program was giv-
en by the school. Steven 
C. Foster’s life was dis-
cussed by H. B. Fox and 
several of Foster’s negro 
songs were given by the 
school. With their quaint 
costumes and black fac-
es the children were not 
easily recog-
nized.  

The prim-
er, 昀rst, sec-
ond and third 
grades gave 
some songs 
and drills. Jes-
se Wayne Alvis 
read “Kept in.” 
Pasco Hardesty 
read “In School 
Days,” and Mil-
dred Hardesty 
read “The Ging-
ham Dog.”

After the 
school program 
Mrs. Jesse Al-
vis, acting as 
chairman in 
the absence of 
the president, 
Mrs. Claude Springs, dis-
cussed, “What Mothers 
May Expect of Teachers.”

Other projects and ac-
tivities the school has 
been working on are: the 
school children cleaned 
the weeds, bushes, brush 
and other foreign objects 
from the playground 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Weekly Read-
er, Path昀nder, Outlook, 
Nature Magazine, and 
Grade Teacher are being 
received each week and 
much interest is being 
taken in current topics.

A surprise package 
came from the Pepsodent 
Company this week. It in-
cluded materials on the 
care of the teeth, and 昀g-
ures of Amos’n Andy, the 
fresh air taxi cab, King-
昀sh and Bill Day.

–––
Oct. 1931 – Pleasant 

Grove School 
The students of Pleas-

ant Grove were greatly 
honored Tuesday by hav-
ing as visitors Mr. Edwin 
Hadden, Superintendent 

of Crittenden 
County.  He 
gave a very in-
teresting talk.  

 N e a r 
the beginning 
of the school 
year a trip was 
planned to Ed-
dyville Peni-
tentiary by the 
boys and girls 
of Pleasant 
Grove, but for 
different rea-
sons the trip 
was delayed 
until Wednes-
day. About 60 
pupils and pa-
trons spent the 
day sight-see-
ing. Going to 

and from Eddyville the 
boys and girls studied 
the lay of the land, fall 
scenes, etc.

Lectures were given as 
we journeyed through the 
Pen, and factories, and 
the boys and girls were 
shown all the places of 
interest and notes were 
taken.

After seeing through 
the Pen, the river was 
visited and Mr. Hooks ex-
plained to the boys and 
girls the building of the 
dam and its work.  

From here we went to 
Kuttawa Springs. The day 
was well spent and en-
joyed by everyone. From 
the trip the boys and 
girls studies nature, his-
tory, geography and En-
glish. In the upper room 
Mr. Hooks offered a prize 

for the best composition 
written about the trip. 
This created much inter-
est, and some splendid 
work has been shown. We 
especially wish to thank 
Mr. Shepherd for taking 
us in his truck.

The P. T. A. is going 
to give a real old time, 
free debate Friday night, 
Oct. 30. The subject I:  
Resolve: “Vehicles Have 
Been More Bene昀cial 
Than Destructive.”

The speakers on the 
af昀rmative side are: Mr. 
R. Y Hooks, leader, Mrs. 
Day Stallions and Mr V. 
C. Stalion. The negative 
speakers are: Miss Mary 
Louise Turley, leader, 
Mr. J. G. Aldridge and 
Mr. Herman Croft.  The 
subject is familiar to ev-
eryone and a real treat is 
in store for those who at-
tend.  For the youngsters 
there will be a 昀sh pond 
with plenty of fun.

Mr. Herman Croft, 
trustee, visited the school 
several days ago and re-
paired the window lights.  

–––
Oct. 1931 – Barnett 

School News 
A large crowd attended 

the boxing match at the 
Barnett School House 
last Saturday night. A 
large sum of money was 
realized for the bene昀t 
of the school. The match 
was between Paul Wood-
all and Louis Travis.  Paul 
Woodall won the match.

A play entitled “The 
Hooodooed Coon,” is to 
be presented by the up-
per grades of Barnett 
School Friday night, Oct. 
30.  Everyone is cordially 
invited.

–––
Oct. 1931 – Colon 

School News
Quite a lot of interest 

and enthusiasm is shown 
this year in school activ-
ities. Several things have 
been added to our room, 
library and athletics. 
Among the new things 
are: A large useful and 
instructive chart, library 
equipment and a new ball 
bat for the ball team.

We have had splendid 
attendance all of the year, 
having 12 who have not 
missed a single day this 
year. The are: Bennett 
Eugene Kirk, Charles 
Edward Kirk, James Lee 
Kirk, Lorene Kirk, Thom-
as Kirk, Guthrie Kirk, 
Dorothy Phillips, Charles 
Ray Winders, Loraine 
Stallions, Robert Stallion, 
Franklin Winders and 
Martha Helen Winders.

–––
Oct. 1931 – Dycusburg 

School
The high school and 

upper grades boys and 
girls have organized a 
“Pep” Club. Misses Mil-
dred Ramage and Neoval 
Ferguson were elected 
cheerleaders.

On Friday, Sept 25, our 
boys were defeated by 

Tilene in basketball. This 
was our 昀rst game this 
season.  

The Dybusburg Boy 
Scouts had its usual 
meeting on Wednesday 
night, with 100 percent 
attendance.  A num-
ber of tests were passed 
and two members were 
admitted to the troop. 
Scouting is a new orga-
nization in Dycusburg 
but it is going with lots of 
interest. They have been 
admitted in the Paducah 
Council and are now 
Troop No. 39 of Paducah. 
This troop was represent-
ed at the Paducah Camp 
this summer by Howard 
Cassidy and Wayne Lott. 
Prof. W. G. Sullenger is 
Scoutmaster and has had 
a number of years experi-
ence in this line of work.

On Saturday night, Oct. 
10, the P.T.A. of this place 
will present an excel-
lent program. Miss Lucy 
Glass of Kuttawa will give 
a number of readings and 
Miss Mildred Nunn Perry 
of Marion will entertain 
with musical readings.  
Miss Lucille Thompson 
of Marion will accompa-
ny Miss Perry. Miss Perry 
and Miss Thompson are 
teachers in our school. 
Other numbers will be 
given by the Black Face 
Chorus which includes: 
Mesdames G. M. Graves, 
T. E. Campbell and Miss 
Ioleen Ferguson, Messrs. 
W. A. Lockhard, Ross 

Lockhart, Ed Mitchell, J. 
C. Stone, R. S. Grif昀th, 
and R. E. Marin.  Mrs. 
Ada Decker, accompa-
nist.

The girls, with Miss 
Mildred Nunn Perry as 
coach, have organized 
a basketball team. Miss 
Neoval Ferguson was 
elected captain.

Mr. W. G. Sullenger, 
coach for the boys, has 
organized the boys’ team. 
Carlon Howard was elect-
ed captain. The boys 
have new suits. They are 
practicing hard and are 
looking forward to a good 
season.

The senior class has 
organized and the follow-
ing of昀cers were elected:  
Elizabeth Manus, pres-
ident; Carlon Howard, 
vice-president; Neoval 
Ferguson, secretary; and 
Robert Dycus treasurer.

A musical program 
was given on Wednes-
day night, Sept. 23. The 
entertainment was fur-
nished by Mr. Marvin 
Rideout, of Evansville, 
Miss Mildred Nunn Per-
ry, Miss Lucille Thomp-
son, Mrs. T. E. Campbell, 
Mrs. G. M. Graves, Mrs. 
Ada Tucker and Miss Fay 
Tucker.

–––
Oct. 1931 – Jackson 

School
We are well pleased 

with the record made by 
our town ball team at 
the divisional fair held at 
Frances on Oct. 2. First 
we defeated Owen School 
in a 22 to 2 score game.  

Next we played Fair-
view in a tight game, 
which ended with seven 
scores for Jackson and 
昀ve for Fairview. William 
Tabor of the Jackson 
team scored highest in 
this game.

The boys on our team 
are Eugene Williamson, 
Nathaniel McCree, Bart-
ley Winters, William Ta-
bor, Clifton Winters, For-
est Beavers and Linard 
Tabor.

–––
Fun and exciting times 

of school days of long ago.  
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Pleasant Grove School students and parents loaded in a truck and headed to Lyon County for a day of fun and learn-
ing opportunities with a trip to the Kentucky State Penitentiary and Kuttawa Springs.

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building from the Thrift Store.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 4-5:30 p.m., third Wednesday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of severe weather.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious Outreach



BASKETBALL 

2nd Region Tournaments 

GIRLS 
At Christian County 

Opening Round Results 
Henderson Co. 77, Lyon County 40 
Hopkins Central 79 Hopkinsville 54 
Christian Co. 70 Madisonville 51 
Crittenden Co. 46, Union County 39 
Semifinal Results 
Henderson 60, Hopkins Central 37 
Crittenden Co. 63, Christian Co. 49 
Championship Result 
Henderson Co. 66, Crittenden Co. 31 

BOYS 
At Madisonville 

Opening Round Results 
Madisonville 80, Livingston Central 62 
Union County 62, Christian County 45 
Henderson Co. 79, Hopkinsville 58 
Lyon County 87, Dawson Springs 69 
Tuesday’s Semifinals 
Madisonville vs Union County 
Henderson Co., vs Lyon County  
Tuesday, March 18 
Championship, 7pm 
 

Guess in NAIA nationals 

   Crittenden County High School 
graduate Taylor Guess and her Lind-
sey Wilson women’s basketball team 
has qualified to play in the NAIA Na-
tional Tournament this week. The 
team will open play Friday against 
William Carey University (Miss.) in 
New Orleans. Guess, CCHS’s all-time 
leading scorer, leads Lindsey Wilson 
in scoring this season with a 15.3 av-
erage. She also averages five re-
bounds. Lindsey Wilson lost by two 
points to Freed Hardeman (Tenn.) last 
week in the Mid-South Conference 
Tournament quarterfinal round. 
 

FOOTBALL 
Mahnke to play in college 

    Crittenden County senior Brayden 
Mahnke has committed to play sprint 
football at Bellarmine University in 
Louisville. Mahnke, a linebacker, was 
the Rockets’ second leading tackler in 
2024 with 61 stops. He also rushed for 
279 yards, had 69 yards receiving and 
recovered two fumbles. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
CCHS receives ref award 

   Crittenden County Athletic Director 
Madison Champion recently accepted 
the Second Region Basketball Offi-
cials Association award for hospitality. 
The annual award is given to schools 
in the region that provide extraordi-
nary respect and assistance to refer-
ees. Association representative Alfred 
“Boogie” Williams made the presenta-
tion during the Second Region Tour-
nament last week. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote Night (lights)  Dec. 1 - March 31 
Goose Consesrvation  Feb. 16 - March 31 
Wild Turkey Youth                     April 5-6 
Wild Turkey                  April 12 - May 4 
Bullfrog                        May 16 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 17 - June 15 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
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Crittenden County Baseball | Softball 

STAFF REPORT  
 Like a dog straining against the end 

of its chain, Crittenden County had little 
fight left by the third quarter of Satur-
day’s Second Region championship 
game at Hopkinsville. 

The momentum had shifted long be-
fore Lady Rocket junior Anna Boone left 
the game temporarily with an ankle in-
jury six minutes into the second half. By 
then, Crittenden’s leading scorer for the 
past two seasons had accounted for 
more than half of her team’s 24 points. 
But it wasn’t nearly enough, as Hender-
son County – a school with four times 
the enrollment of Crittenden’s 429 – 
showed no mercy in a dominant 66-31 
victory. 

Crittenden County, appearing in the 
regional final for just the fourth time in 
program history, had defied the odds to 
get there. But taking down 22-time tour-
nament champion Henderson County 
proved an insurmountable task. Critten-
den’s bark was without ample bite 
against a team that won its three re-
gional tournament games by an average 
of 32 points each. 

In dynastic fashion, the Lady Colonels 
have now captured 19 of the last 21 re-
gional crowns. Familiarity with the 
hardware didn’t appear to have changed 
their intensity from the jump or when 
they hoisted the trophy and cut down 
the nets. 

Minutes after tweaking her ankle, 
Boone was back on the floor for a cere-
monial last lap, but by then her Lady 
Rockets had already fallen 25 points be-
hind – five more than when she first ex-
ited. Shortly after, both coaches emptied 
their benches, a clear sign that the com-
petitive portion of the game was over. 

Lady Rocket coach Shannon Hodge 
had exhausted every option by then. It 
began slipping away in the second half 
not before. Henderson County had 
reeled off runs that came in waves. What 
started as a 12-12 tie late in the first pe-
riod quickly unraveled with a 7-0 Hen-
derson scoring run, followed by an 8-0 
spurt. 

After 33 years leading Crittenden 
County, Coach Shannon Hodge likely 
knew her team’s press – so effective in 
getting them to the title game – was a 
long shot. But she deployed it anyway, 
hoping for a spark. It was the last straw, 
but Henderson remained unfazed. 

The Lady Colonels used their defen-
sive quickness to cut off driving lanes, 
contest every Crittenden County shot 
and neutralize the Lady Rockets' 
perimeter game. With no breathing room 
and little chance to close the gap, Crit-
tenden’s championship hopes faded long 
before the final buzzer. 

“We will be back next year,” said jun-
ior Elliot Evans, one of three Lady Rock-
ets named to the all-region team. “Four 
of our five starters are juniors. We’re 
going to work harder over the summer 
and be right back here next year. We 
want to go to Rupp.” 

After winning their seventh straight 
regional title, Henderson County (27-5) 
will play First Region champion Mar-
shall County in the opening round of the 
Sweet Sixteen next week at Rupp Arena. 
Crittenden’s season ends with a 23-8 
record. It has now won more than 20 
games in five seasons, and this year’s 
starters have been part of three of those. 
They won 19 last year. Had it not been 
for February snow-outs, this year’s Lady 
Rockets would have challenged the pro-
gram’s winningest season of 25-8 in 
2016. 
 
Semifinal win over Christian 

On a stage that should’ve, could’ve, 
would’ve belonged to Christian County, 
Lady Rocket junior Anna Boone and her 
posse scorched the Lady Colonels 63-49 
in Friday’s Second Region semifinal at 

Lyle Dunbar Gym in Hopkinsville. 
Christian, looking for its first champi-

onship game berth since Crittenden 
County beat the Lady Colonels for the 
regional title in 2011, was taken to the 
woodshed by the Lady Rockets, who 
built as much as a 30-point lead in the 
second half en route to securing their 
second regional championship appear-
ance in three years. 

Boone dominated the first half, dis-
playing wizardry off the bounce and 
from downtown. She was unstoppable, 
stymieing the homesteading Lady 
Colonels, who are typically as territorial 
as a pit bull on their own floor. 

“I knew I had to get in there and score 
my points,” said Boone, who has aver-
aged just under 15 points per game this 
season and scored 24 against Christian. 
“Once we started scoring, our defense 
just clicked.” 

While Boone was lighting it up, the 
rims were mighty unforgiving to Chris-
tian County, which misfired like an AK-
47 with a 30-round clip full of blanks – 
shot after shot, but none hitting the tar-
get. The Lady Colonels collected re-
bound after rebound, but seldom found 
the net. 

Meanwhile, Boone was raking. She 
scored 19 in the first half to lift Critten-
den to a 37-19 lead at the break. Crit-
tenden had fallen behind 7-2 early but 
outscored Christian 17-4 the rest of the 
first quarter. 

Even when Crittenden’s offense cooled 
slightly in the third period, Christian 
kept losing ground while its offense was 

as unsuccessful as a lottery ticket. The 
Lady Rockets convincingly frustrated 
their hosts, forcing rushed shots, off-
balance prayers, and frequent misses 
around the basket on attempts the Lady 
Colonels typically make. 

Although Crittenden stuck to a six-
player rotation before unloading the 
bench late, it was clear that Coach 
Shannon Hodge’s team had met the 
physical challenge she posed to them 
heading into the contest against a team 
known for its ruggedness. 

“We knew it was going to be a war in-
side for rebounds,” Hodge said. “We 
knew that if we could just challenge 
their shots, then they wouldn’t be as 
comfortable on those first shots. They 
got a lot of offensive rebounds, but we 
got enough, especially early, to keep 
them from scoring a lot of points in that 
first half.” 
 
Crittenden County     12    18    25  31 
Henderson County    14    31    19  66 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 15, Evans 2, Hodge 7, Federico 
4, Stewart, Holeman 3, Berry, Champion, Grau, Hunt, 
Rich, Mathews. 3-pointers 2 (Boone, Hodge). FT 11-16. 
HENDERSON - Gish 11, Gardner 6, Kemp 3, Rideout 
8, Cansler 3, Green 21, Gibson 14. 3-pointers 8 (Gish 
3, Gibson 2, Green 2, Cansler). FT 12-18 
 
Crittenden County     19    37    57  63 
Christian County       11    19    31  49 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 24, Evans 2, Hodge 12, Fed-
erico 9, Rushing 12, Stewart 4, Holeman, Berry, Cham-
pion, Hunt. 3-pointers 4 (Boone 3, Hodge). FT 16-26. 
CHRISTIAN – Northington 4, Bagwell 14, Day 10, Hob-
son 4, McGee 3, Daniel 9, Bell 2, Bradley 3. 3-pointers 
2 (Daniel, Bagwell). FT 11-21. 

Girls reach chain’s end in region championship

Anna Boone drives against Christian County’s NeVaeh Day (at top) in the semifinal 
win over Christian County. Day was the regional player of the year this season and 
Boone held that title last year. Directly above, Jordyn Hodge works to the basket dur-
ing the Lady Rockets’ loss to Henderson County.

ROCKETS BASEBALL 
March 18 at Christian Fellowship 
March 20 Union County  
March 21 Heritage Christian 
March 22 Fort Campbell 
March 22 John Hardin 
March 25 Livingston Central 
March 27 at Livingston Central 
March 28 at Hopkins County Central 
March 29 at Webster County 
March 29 Todd Central at Webster 
Apr 1 Hardin County, Ill. 
Apr 2 at Bardstown (DH) 
Apr 8-11 All A Classic (bye) 
Apr 11 Ballard Memorial 
Apr 15 Trigg County 
Apr 17 at Trigg County 
Apr 22 at Caldwell County 
Apr 25 Christian Fellowship 
Apr 26 at Madisonville 
Apr 28 Hopkins County Central 
Apr 29 at Union County 
May 3 at Mayfield 
May 5 Lyon County 
May 6 at Lyon County 
May 9 at Heritage Christian 
May 10 at Ballard Memorial 
May 10 vs Community Christian at Ballard 
May 13 Webster County 
May 15 at Fort Campbell 
May 16 Caldwell County 
May 17 Madisonville 
May 19-20 District Tournament

LADY ROCKETS SOFTBALL 
March 17 at Hopkins County Central 
March 20 at Mayfield 
March 21 at Ballard Memorial 
March 24 Murray 
March 27 Marshall County 
March 28 at Trigg County 
Apr 4 Stewart Co. Tn., at Clarksville 
Apr 4 Beech, Tn., at Clarksville 
Apr 5 Rossview, Tn., at Clarksville 
Apr 5 TBA at Clarksville 
Apr 7 at Livingston Central, All A  
Apr 10 at Henderson County 
Apr 14 Caldwell County 
Apr 15 at Lyon County 
Apr 17 Trigg County 
Apr 18 at Paducah Tilghman 
Apr 18 at Graves County 
Apr 21 at Caldwell County 
Apr 22 Livingston Central 
Apr 24 at Christian County 
Apr 26 Webster County 
Apr 26 Carlisle County 
Apr 29 Lyon County 
May 1 at Livingston Central 
May 2 Ballard Memorial 
May 3 Calloway County 
May 5 Christian County 
May 8 Union County 
May 9 at Murray 
May 10 Madisonville-North Hopkins 
May 13 at Webster County 
May 15 at Union County 
May 16 Hopkins County Central 
May 17 at Calloway County

    Boone          Hodge         Evans 
    ALL-REGION TOURNAMENT TEAM 

ALL-REGION TEAM

Rocket pitcher Hudson Stokes

CCHS pitcher Benna Kemmer
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270-965-1230
www.efirstunitedbank.com

305 N Main St   n   Marion

nAtionAl

ag day

Celebrating those who 
work in acres, not hours

Charlie Day
270.965.1222

cday@efirstunitedbank.com

Kentucky Commissioner of 
Agriculture Jonathan Shell is 
making rounds across the state 
as he visits with FFA members, 
4-H members, and Kentucky 
County Clerks spreading the 
word about the Ag Tag Program.

“Today’s youth are the fu-
ture for tomorrow’s agricul-
ture,” Commissioner Shell 
said. “For years, people renew-
ing their farm license plates 
have been given the opportu-
nity to strengthen that future 
by donating to the Ag Tag fund. 
Through the years, millions 
have been donated, and our 
youth are the ones bene昀ting.”

As he visits 4-H and FFA 
members at each county stop, 
Shell goes into detail about the 
bene昀ts both programs receive 
from the funds generated by 
the donations to the Ag Tag 
program.

Every year, when owners re-
new their farm license plates, 
or “ag tags,” which depict the 
Kentucky Department of Agri-
culture’s Kentucky Proud logo, 
along with the 4-H and FFA 
emblems, they can make a $10 
donation. That money goes into 
a fund divided equally among 
Kentucky 4-H, Kentucky FFA, 

and the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture (KDA) to sup-
port Kentucky’s agriculture 
youth and other organizations 
and programs bene昀ting Ken-
tucky’s farm families.

Last year, donations to the Ag 
Tag program reached a record 
high of $931,201.81. From 
that total, each group received 
$310,400.60 to invest back into 
their communities for youth 
development and promotional 
programs.

KDA uses its share of the 
Ag Tag funds for various pro-
grams, such as the Ag Athlete 
of the Year scholarships, the 
Kentucky Leopold Conserva-
tion Award, Kentucky Women 
in Agriculture, and Kentucky 
Agriculture and Environment 
in the Classroom.

Half of the 4-H and FFA do-
nations are returned to local 
councils and chapters, allowing 
leaders in those contributing 
communities to use the funds 
to cover the cost of 4-H and FFA 
camps and other leadership 
programs for youth. In the past, 
County 4-H councils have used 
Ag Tag dollars to provide 4-H 
camp scholarships and travel 
for life-changing, educational 

experiences to enable local 4-H 
youth to grow as leaders and 
engaged citizens. FFA chap-
ters were free to use the money 
to meet the greatest needs in 
their community, such as FFA 
jackets for students in need or 
helping cover travel costs to 
leadership events.

“FFA and 4-H are two of the 
leading youth organizations 
in Kentucky and the nation. 
While they work to prepare 
youth to take on the chal-
lenges agriculture faces, KDA 
works every day to promote 
Kentucky’s farmers,” Com-
missioner Shell said. “This 
year’s Ag Tag campaign theme 
is ‘Bluegrass Beginnings, 
Boundless Futures,’ re昀ecting 
the true connection between 
the Commonwealth and ag-
riculture. Funding from your 
voluntary donations helps all 
three organizations ful昀ll our 
mission to sustain Kentucky 
agriculture for future genera-
tions.”

In the weeks to come, Com-
missioner Shell invites those 
who are stopping by their 
county clerk’s of昀ce to renew 
their “Ag Tags,” to also make 
the $10 donation.

Ag Tag programs benefit communities

Farmers made up 4.3% of
America’s labor force in the early 1970s
compared with 1.3% today. #AgDay25

American agriculture provides food, 昀ber and renewable resources for a growing 
world.

With a population of 8 billion people (and counting), America’s farmers are more 
important now than ever before.

The Agriculture Council of America gratefully recognizes the essential value of 
farmers and America’s farm families. On National Ag Day, we invite everyone to 
unite and celebrate the role that agriculture plays in all our lives.

Please join us on March 18, 2025 — along with producers, agricultural 
associations, corporations, universities, government agencies and countless others 
— to raise our voices in celebration of agriculture...because Together, We Grow.

Learn more at agday.org

For sponsorship opportunities, contact jennyp@nama.org.

AGRICULTURE: 
Together We Grow

NATIONAL AG DAY — Tuesday, March 18, 2025
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Farmers and agricul-
ture professionals will 
have an opportunity to 
learn about controlling 
Italian ryegrass at a 
昀eld tour scheduled for 
Thursday, March 27 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m.

Participants should 
meet at the Caldwell 
County Extension of昀ce 
for sign-in at 8:30 a.m., 
before traveling in a car-
avan to the University 
of Kentucky Research 
and Education Center 
(UKREC) for plot tours.

Presented by Dr. Tra-
vis Legleiter, UK Exten-
sion Associate Professor 
of Weed Science, the 
tour will cover best prac-
tices for controlling Ital-
ian ryegrass in fall and 
spring before corn and 
soybean planting.

Educational credits 
are available, including 
3 CEUs in Integrated 

Pest Management (IPM) 
for Certi昀ed Crop Advis-
ers and 3 CEUs for Ken-
tucky Applicator Catego-
ry 1A (Ag Plant).

For more information, 
call (859) 562-2569. 
Registration is available 
online via QR code or 
link.

Ryegrass field tour will be March 27
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STAFF REPORT 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet re-

cently released its annual Kentucky 
Traffic Collision Facts report for 2023, 
revealing mixed results for five western 
Kentucky counties. 

While total traffic collisions decreased 
across Crittenden, Caldwell, Livingston, 
Lyon and Union counties, fatal crashes 
increased in some areas. 

Crittenden and Caldwell counties ex-
perienced the most troubling trends, 
with Crittenden reporting five fatalities 
after having none the previous year. 
Caldwell County saw fatal crashes 
triple from two to six from 2022 to 
2023. 

The overall decline in collisions ap-
pears to be positive news, but the rise 
in fatalities in some counties is con-
cerning. 

Across the five-county region, alco-
hol-related crashes increased in most 
areas with Crittenden County showing 
the most dramatic rise from four to 
nine incidents from 2022 to 2023. 

Drug-related crashes presented a 
mixed picture with substantial in-
creases in Lyon County, but decreases 
in Union and Livingston counties. 

Lyon County showed the largest over-
all improvement in total collisions, 
dropping from 310 to 259 over the two-
year period, a 16.5% reduction while 
also reducing fatalities from four to two. 

Union County reported increased in-
jury accidents despite fewer total colli-
sions with injuries rising from 83 to 90. 

The full report contains detailed data 
on traffic patterns, contributing factors  
and safety initiatives planned for the 
future. 
 

Crittenden County Trends 2022-2023 
•114 total collisions, down from 129 in 2022. 
•3 fatal crashes, up from none. 
•31 injury accidents, slightly down from 

32. 
•80 property damage crashes 
•5 fatalities, up from none. 
•50 injuries, down from 51. 
•9 alcohol-related crashes, up from 4. 

•2 drug-related crashes, up from none. 
Caldwell County Trends 2022-2023 
•286 total collisions, down from 327 in 

2022. 
•6 fatal crashes, up from 2. 
•65 injury accidents, down from 72. 
•215 property damage crashes 
•6 fatalities, up from 2. 
•85 injuries, down from 108. 
•10 alcohol-related crashes, up from 4. 
•6 drug-related crashes, up from 5. 

Livingston County Trends 2022-2023 
•136 total collisions, down from 154 in 

2022. 
•1 fatal crash, down from 4. 
•34 injury accidents, same as previous 

year. 
•101 property damage crashes 
•1 fatality, down from 4. 
•41 injuries, down from 61. 
•8 alcohol-related crashes, up from 6. 
•0 drug-related crashes, down from 1. 
Lyon County 
•259 total collisions, down from 310 in 

2022. 
•2 fatal crashes, down from 3. 

•48 injury accidents, down from 59. 
•209 property damage crashes 
•2 fatalities, down from 4. 
•72 injuries, down from 78. 
•8 alcohol-related crashes, down from 9. 
•9 drug-related crashes, up from 6. 

Union County Trends 2022-2023 
•220 total collisions, down from 233. 
•2 fatal crashes, down from 3. 
•63 injury accidents, up from 55. 
•155 property damage crashes 
•2 fatalities, down from 3. 
•90 injuries, up from 83. 
•6 alcohol-related crashes, up from 5. 
•3 drug-related crashes, down from 6. 

Key Takeaways 
•Crittenden and Caldwell counties saw an 

increase in fatal crashes. 
•Lyon, Livingston and Union counties had 

a drop in total crashes. 
•Alcohol-related crashes rose in most 

counties. 
•Drug-related crashes increased in Critten-

den, Caldwell and Lyon counties but 
dropped in Union and Livingston. 

TYPE OF COLLISION     2004   2005   2006  2007  2008 2009  2010 2011  2012   2013  2014    2015   2016   2017  2018   2019   2020    2021   2022   2023 

With Injury                             83       80        68       60      63      56       77      47      52       60       72         70        60        49       53        39        29        44        32       31 

With Fatality                                                      4          3           2          5         2         1          4        2         2          2         3           3           1           4         3           2           3           2          0          3 

WITH Property Damage    145     117      126     134    130    150     148   105    116     120    122      179      160      159     137      133       85        97        97       80 

Total Persons Injured        111     119      101      94     104     71      104     67      79       79      113        90        82        73       76        59        40        60        51       50 

Total Persons Killed             4          3           4          5         2         1          5        2         2          2         4           3           1           4         3           2           3           2          0          5

CRITTENDEN COUNTY | TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TRENDS OVER 20 YEARS

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

also provided crucial medical 
services during their visit. 

A team of 20 volunteers trav-
eled from Jan. 22 to Feb. 5, part-
nering with Agape Church in 
Kenya to organize a five-day med-
ical clinic. The clinic, held inside 
the newly built church, was made 
possible through the efforts of 
Parents Foundations for Hope, a 
nonprofit based in Alabama. The 
initiative brought bright, skilled 

doctors to the area, offering care 
to more than 2,800 people who 
otherwise have limited access to 
medical treatment. 

The outreach proved not only to 
be a time of healing but also one 
of spiritual renewal. Through 
their efforts, 827 individuals 
made a commitment to faith. 

Life in Christ Church is part of 
a growing global network of 141 
churches working to spread their 
mission beyond their home com-
munities.

Pictured are (front from left) Whitney 
Jepsen, Krissie Hodge, Faith Shue-
craft, Amanda Bridges,  Becky John-
son, Whitley Spillman,  AJ Tabor, 
(back) Braden Treglown, Trey 
Hodge, Randy Treglown, Craig John-
son and Tanner Tabor. In photograph 
on front page are missionary partici-
pants (front) Rashelle Wydotis, Deb-
bie West, Amber Foster, Debbie 
Duncan, Jessica Walker, (back) Matt 
Mullinex, Tim West, Lenny Wydotis, 
Jeff Hughes, Brian Jones and Leslie 
Jones. 
 

Crashes down, fatalities rise from 2022 to ’23
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